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UIPMENT TEST REPORTS 
(H Houck Laboratories) 


Amplifiers and Preamplifiers 

Apt P2 (preamplifier), Jun. 32 

Hafler DH-120 (power), Jun. 33 

Kenwood KA-828 (integrated), Feb. 30 

NAD 2200 (power), Oct. 33 

Nakamichi PA-7 (power), Dec. 39 

NEC A-10 MkII a pa Jun. 29 

Onkyo In tegrated), Dec. 48 

Parasound PR200 lle mary Mar. 35 

Proton D540 (integrated), Nov. 39 

Rotel RA-870 (integrated) and RB-870 
(power), Apr. 23 

Tandberg TCA 3008A (preamplifier), 
Nov. 52 


Audio/Video Equipment 

Canon VR-40A. VHS Hi-Fi VCR, Nov. 66 

Harman Kardon VCD1000 VHS Hi-Fi 
VCR, Sep. 42 

Hitachi VT-88A VHS Hi-Fi VCR, Apr. 32 

Mitsubishi HS400UR VHS Hi-Fi VCR, 
Mar. 40 

Panasonic PV-1730 VHS Hi-Fi VCR, 
Feb. 35 

Pioneer CLD-900 LaserDisc/CD player, 
Feb. 50 

— SX-V90 audio/video receiver, 
an. 

Radio Shack Archer video sound processor, 


May 3 
Sansui S-X 1130 audio/video receiver, 
Sep. 37 


Pp. 
Sanyo VCR 7500 Beta Hi-Fi VCR, Aug. 38 
Sony STR-AV760 audio/video receiver, 
Jun. 41 


Car Stereo (Hirsch and Greenleaf) 
Audiovox Hi-Comp HCC 2250, Nov. 28 
Concord HPL-550, May 34 

JVC KS-RX450, Dec. 26 

Nakamichi TD-700, May 40 

Panasonic CQ-S934, Jan. 18 

Realistic 12-1909, Jul. 18 

Sherwood CRD-301, Sep. 21 
Sparkomatic SR315, Mar. 20 


Cassette Decks 

ADS C3, Jul. 36 

Aiwa AD-WX220, Mar. 49 
Akai GX-9, Dec. 44 
Hitachi D-W800, Mar. 49 
JVC KD-V6, Mar. 29 
Kenwood KX-780, Oct. 44 
Marantz PMD430, Aug. 32 
Onkyo TA-2090, Feb. 25 
Pioneer CT-A9X, Nov. 61 
Realistic STC-90, Mar. 49 
Sansui D-W9, Mar. 49 


Compact Disc Players 

Mitsubishi DP-107, Nov. 71 

Pioneer CLD-900 LaserDisc/CD player, 
Feb. 50; PD-5010, Nov. 71 

Sanyo CP660, Nov. 71 





Sony CDP-520ES, Jul. 27; CDP-70, Nov. 71 

Technics SL-P3, Jun. 36; SL-PJi, Nov. 71; 
SL-XP7 portable, Dec. 60 

Toshiba XR-V22, Oct. 39 

Yamaha CD-X2, Jul. 32 


Phono Cartrid; 

Azden GM-PSL, Oct. 51 

Monster Cable Alpha |, Mar. 38 

Ortofon MC 100U, Aug. 35 

Stanton Epoch II HZ9S and LZ9S, Jan. 29 
(also see Turntables) 


Receivers 

Nikko NR-750, Nov. 54 
Pioneer SX-V90, Jan. 40 
Revox B285, Aug. 21 
Sansui S-X 1130, Sep. 37 
Sony STR-AV760, Jun. 41 
Ultrx R100, May 26 


Speaker Systems 

Acoustic Research MGC-1 Magic Speaker, 
Jun. 60 

Advent, Baby, Jan. 36 

Allison CD 8, May 23 

Canton Karat 300, Oct. 50 

Celestion DL8, Nov. 46 

dbx Soundfield Ten, Dec. 51 

Jamo PP3000, Feb. 28 

JBL 250Ti, Mar. 32 

KEF 104.2, Sep. 27 

Klipsch kg*, Apr. 30 

Mission 707, Sep. 32 


Polk SDA-SRS, Nov. 86 
Rich Acoustic 7B, Jul. 29 
Spectrum 108A, Aug. 26 
Technics SB-R100, Sep. 29 


Turntables 

Kyocera PL-701 a AKG PS8ES Super 
Nova cartridge), Dec. 64 

Linn Sondek LP12 (with Linn Ittok LV II 
tone arm and Linn Karma cartridge), 

. 64 

Sota Star Sapphire (with Sumiko Premier 
MMT tone arm and Talisman B 
cartridge), Dec. 64 

Technics SL-J2, Apr. 26 


Other Equipment 

Barcus-Berry BBE 2002R signal processor, 
Sep. 48 

Nitty Gritty 2.5FI record cleaner, Sep. 45 

Sansui TU-D99X tuner, Jan. 34 

Sennheiser HD 414 SL headphones, May 29 


THE HIGH END (Hodges) 

Back to the Source, Jan. 70 

Jon Dahlquist and the DQ-10, Feb. 94 

David Hafler and Audio Civilization, 
Mar. 94 

Jack Renner and the Timeliness of Telarc, 
Apv. 90 


John Bowers and the Civilized Loudspeaker, 


May 114 
Las Vegas Languors, Jun. 102 
The Evolution of the Speaker Stand, Jul. 90 
Roger Lagadec and the Great Digital 
Debate, Aug. 90 





Bob Carver and High-End Heresy, Sep. 200 
Absolute Phase, Oct. 68 

There Will Always Be a McIntosh, Nov. 152 
The Best Tone Arm in the World, Dec. 146 


TECHNICAL TALK (Hirsch) 

Can Analog Records Match Digital?, Jan. 26 

Updating Our Test Equipment, Feb. 22 

A New Low-Frequency Speaker Design, 
Mar. 24 

The Audio/Video Synergy. Apr. 19 

Ford Fights Back, May 

How We Test Amplifiers, Jun. 24 

Reading the Mail, Jul. 20 

Are Blowups Dangerous to Your (System’s) 
Health?, Aug. 16 

Speakers for Video, Sep. 24 

Why Use a Tape Noise-Reduction System?, 
Oct. 28 

Speaker Sensitivity, Nov. 34 

Where Do We Go from Here?, Dec. 34 


VIDEO BASICS (Ranada and Albertson) 
Scanning, Part I (Ranada), Feb. 18 
Scanning, Part II (Ranada), Mar. 16 
Resolution (Ranada), Apr. 16 

Evaluating Resolution (Ranada), May {6 
Overscanning (Ranada), Jun. 18 

Camera and Picture Tubes (Ranada), Jul. 16 
Color TV (Ranada), Aug. 51 

Color TV Controls (Ranada), Sep. 192 
How to Get Started (Albertson), Oct. 24 
Shopping for a VCR (Albertson), Nov. 24 
Buying a Second VCR (Albertson), Dec. 22 


TECHNICAL FEATURES 

Amplifiers (Meyer), Jun. 48; How to Speak 
Ampese (Masters), Jun. 53; Is Your Amp 
Digital-Ready? (Hirsch), Jun. 57 

Antennas (Hirsch), May 44 

Car Stereo: Evaluate Your System 
(Greenleaf), May 57; Speakers (Sweeney), 
May 64; How to Buy (Kiein), May 77 

Cassette Decks: Four Dubbing Decks 
(Hirsch), Mar. 49; What Are Your 
Options? (Petras), Dec. 75 

Compact Discs and CD Players: The 
Compact Disc Is Here to Stay (Sweeney), 
Jul. 40; The New Compact Disc Players 
(Petras): Jul. 44; CD-Player Filters 
(Ranada), Jul. 50; The New $300 CD 
Players (Hirsch), Nov. 71 

Components, The Case for Separate 
(Gillett), Aug. 42 

CES Show Stoppers: Winter (Sell), Apr. 38; 
Summer (Sell and Burton), Sep. 137 

Japan Audio Fair (Harrell), Jan. 58 

Loudness Compensation (Klein), Sep. 142 

Phoenix P-250DL Surround-Sound Decoder, 
Living with the (Gillett), Dec. 140 

Receivers, Audio/Video (Petras), Apr. 43 

Recordings, New Life for Old (Masters), 
Nov. 81 

Record Wear (Hirsch), Jan. 51 

Rodrigues Cartoon Caption Contest, Jan. 
27, Feb. 23, (winners) Jul. 14 

Rodrigues on Video, Mar. 56 

Speakers: How to Buy (Klein), Sep. 50; How 
to Hook Up Extra (Klein), Apr. 48; Music 
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to Judge Speakers By (Ranada), Sep. 54; 
Power to Your Speakers (Holl), Feb. 56; 
The Search for the Perfect Loudspeaker 
(Sweeney), Sep. 57 

Systems (Seli), May 74, Jun. 64, Sep. 144; 
(Livingstone), Nov. 84 

Tape, How to Choose the Right (Stark), 


Oct. 54 

— Recording, The Art of (Masters), 
ar. 

Tone Arms (Meyer), Jan. 48 
Tone, Controlling (Klein), Mar. 6! 
Troubleshooting (Masters), Aug. 46 
Turntables: Drive Systems (Mitchell), Jan. 

44; What Are Your Options? (Burton), 


Jan. 54; Three Top Turntables (Hirsch), 


Dec. 64 
VCR’s, Hi-Fi (Mitchell), Oct. 62 


BEST OF THE MONTH 


Classical 

Bach: Magnificat, Cantata No. 51, Nov. 93 

Bart6k: The Miraculous Mandarin, Music 
for Strings, Percussion, and Celeste, 
Nov. 96 

Berlioz: Symphonie fantastique, Dec. 86 

Bruckner: Symphony No. 7, Jul. 57 

Dvorak: New World. Symphony, May 88 

Elgar: Cello Concerto, Oct. 71 

Handel: Messiah, May 87, Dec. 85 


P. Lieberson: Piano Concerto, Mar. 67 
Mahler: Symphony No. 4, Jun. 75 
Mendelssohn: Violin Concerto, Overtures, 
Jan. 65 
Monteverdi: L’Orfeo, Sep. 152 
Mozart: Horn Music, Apr. 60; Piano 
Concertos Nos. 8 and 27, Jun. 73; Piano 
Concertos Nos. 16-21, Aug. 59; Piano 
Quartets Nos. | and 2, Mar. 65 
Mussorgsky: Bor's Godunov, Oct. 74 
Poulenc: Stabat Mater, Salve Regina, 
Litanies a la vierge noire, Aug. 58 
Ravel: Complete Songs, Jul. 58 
Schumann: Solo Piano Works, Feb. 62 
Shostakovich: Piano Concerto No. 1, 


Sep. 151 
Walton: Cello Concerto, Oct. 71 





Estes, Simon: Scenes from Wagner, Apr. 61 


Popular 

Bad Manners: Forging Ahead, Jan. 68 

Bang, Billy: The Fire from Within, Dec. 88 

Cash, Rosanne: Rhythm and Romance, 
Oct. 72 

Conley, Earl Thomas: 7readin’ Water, 
Mar. 66 

Crenshaw, Marshall: Downtown, Dec. 85 

Dylan, Bob: Empire Burlesque, Sep. 151 

Frankie Goes to Hollywood: Welcome to th 
Pleasure Dome, Apr. 59 

Hardin, Gus: Wall of Tears, Jul. 57 

Jones, Rickie Lee: The Magazine, Mar. 66 

Lone Justice, Aug. 57 

Los Lobos: How Will the Wolf Survive?, 
Apr. 60 

Morrison, Van: A Sense of Wonder, Jun. 74 

Nelson, Willie, and Waylon Jennings, 
Johnny Cash, Kris Kristofferson: 
Highwayman, Aug. 57 

New Grass Revival: On the Boulevard, 
May 88 

Ronstadt, Linda: Lush Life, Feb. 64 

Sade: Diamond Life, Jun. 73 

The Smiths: Meat Is Murder, Jul. 60 

Sting: The Dream of Blue Turtles, Sep. 154 

The Style Council: /nternationalists, 
Nov. 93 

Talking Heads: Little Creatures, Oct. 71 

Thompson, Richard: Across a Crowded 
Room, Ma 

U2: The Unforgettable Fire, Feb. 61 

The Weather Girls: Big Girls Don’t Cry, 
Nov. 96 

Williams, Joe: Nothin’ but the Blues, Jan. 68 


SPEAKING MY PIECE (Livingstone) 
Name Dropping, Jan. 6 
Quality and Life, Feb. 4 
New Technology, Mar. 4 
Success, Apr. 4 

Value, May 4 

Figures, Jun. 4 

Miss Aiken, Jul. 4 
Questions, Aug. 4 

Bad Words, Sep. 4 

The Llewellyn Look, Oct. 4 
Mad About Ads, Nov. 4 
Don’t Tax My Tape, Dec. 4 


MUSICAL FEATURES 

Anderson, Laurie: United States Live (Peel), 
May 100 

Anniversaries—see Bach, Handel, Scarlatti 

Bach, Basic (Lincoln), Jun. 66 

Basic Repertoire (Freed), Mar. 58 

Beethoven: Piano Concertos Nos. 1-5, Solo 
Piano Works (Hall), Jul. 70; Piano 
Sonatas Nos. 1-32 (Livingstone), Oct. 82 

Blue Note: One Night with Blue Note 
Preserved (Albertson), Nov. 114 

Bowie, David: Jazzin’ for Blue Jean 
(Meredith), Feb. 83 

Braxton, Anthony: Seven Standards 1985, 
Vol. 1 (Albertson), Aug. 71 

Bruckner: Symphony No. 3 (Freed), Dec. 91 

Charpentier: Medée (Lincoln), Jan. 87 

Christmas, Critics’ Choice for (staff), 

72 


Cock Robin (Peel), Nov. 101 

Cooke, Sam: One Night Stand—Live at the 
Harlem Square Club, 1963 (Garland), 
Sep. 170 

The Doors: Dance on Fire (Meredith), 
Jun. 96 

Dvorak: Complete Works for String Quartet 
(Hall), Nov. 119 

Edmunds, Dave: Riff Raff (Simels), Feb. 75 

Franklin, Aretha: Who's Zoomin’ Who? 
(Garland), Dec. 116 

Gaye, Marvin: Dream of a Lifetime 
(Garland), Nov. 106 

Glass, Philip: Satyagraha(Peel), Dec. 120 

The Gospel at Colonus (Nash), Apr. 69 

Handel, Basic (Lincoln), Sep. 146; Messiah 
on video (Albertson), Dec. 128 

Harris, Emmylou (Nash), May 49 

Haydn—see Van Keulen 

Jazz on CD (Albertson), Feb. 54 

The Judds: Why Not Me (Nash), Mar. 69 





Katrina and the Waves (Ferrar), Nov. 78 

Kim: Violin Concerto (Freed), Oct. 77 

Laine, Cleo: Cleo at Carnegie—the 10th 
Anniversary Concert (Garland), Apr. 78 

Mahler: Das Lied von der Erde (Hall), 
Feb. 65 

McEntire, Reba (Nash), Aug. 54 

Mozart—see Van Keulen 

Murray, Michael: The Ruffatti Organ in 
Davies Symphony Hall (Freed), May 103 

Paviova: A Tribute to the Legendary 
Ballerina (Albertson), May 108 

Phillips, “Little Esther”: The Complete 
Savoy Recordings (Garland), Jul. 69 

Porky's Revenge (Simels), Jul. 64 

Prine, John: Aimless Love (Nash), Jun. 83 

Queen: The Works (Meredith), Sep. 190 

Record of the Year Awards for 1984, 
Feb. 4 

R.E.M.: Fables of the Reconstruction/ 
Reconstruction of the Fables (Simels), 
Oct. 91 

Rock and Roll, The Early Days (Meredith), 
Mar. 79 

Rock Gender Benders (Simels), Apr. 52 

Roth, David Lee: Crazy from the Heat 
(Peel), Jul. 63 

Scarlatti (and Others), Basic (Lincoln), 
Dec. 80 


Schoenberg: Moses und Aron (Hall), Aug. 63 

Sibelius: Complete Songs (Hall), Jun. 77 

Sondheim and A Collector's Sondheim 
(Albertson), Oct. 102 

Starer: Violin Concerto (Freed), Oct. 77 

Star Trek 111: The Search for Spock 
(Meredith), Nov. 134 

Stern, Isaac (Kupferberg), Feb. 45 

Talking Heads: Stop Making Sense (Peel), 
Jan. 75 

Thomas, Michael Tilson (Hemming), Jul. 53 


Turner, Tina (Albertson), Oct. 59 

Van Keulen, Isabelle: Haydn and Mozart 
Violin Concertos (Freed), Sep. 174 

The Velvet Underground: VU (Simeis), 
May 93 

Vega, Suzanne (Simels), Sep. 157 

Verdi: /] Trovatore (Ackart), Mar. 83 

Video Awards for 1984, Feb. 44 

ber oe | ad liegende Hollander (Ackart) 


wh a The Video (Meredith), Jul. 80 

What They're Watching, Jan. 74, Feb. 93, 
Mar. 93, Apr. 89, May 113 

Williamson, Chris: Prairie Fire (Nash), 
Sep. 160 

Neil Young: Old Ways (Simels), Dec. 111 

Zappa, Frank: Them or Us and The Perfect 
Stranger (Peel), Mar. 76 
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